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Veerayatan has made Kachchh a permanent home, as the construction of their permanent educational Kachchh is commenced to begin shortly.

Following the earthquake, the saviors of Veerayatan arrived in Bhuj within the span of a week.  Service, education and inner development is the vision of the organization; this is clear in the people who they have touched.  

Veerayatan has been operating a site in Rajgir, Bihar for the past three decades.  After the devastating earthquake, Veerayatan began running a temporary school from February 2001 in Shiv Paras, where approximately 1700 children were in attendance.  This helped them take their minds off of the horrors of the earthquake.  In their present school [in Sharad Baug], 450 children are studying.  Additionally, in their fifteen vocational training centers in the region, approximately 2000 students are attending classes ranging from electrical wiring to English speaking.  In their computer center, about 2000 students are taking advantage of the courses offered.  Soon, centers will be opened in Mandvi, Dhamadhka and Mundra.  

Acharya Shri Chandanaji explained that the vocational training centers had been established to give people the skills they needed to earn their daily bread, seeing as many people lost their primary source of income during the earthquake.  In today’s world, she expounded, it is vital to learn computer and English speaking skills.  Thus, these classes are also taught.  Many women are also taking advantage of these courses.  In the motor winding and electrical classes, many youth are participating.

Even though Veerayatan [was founded by Jain renunciates], it welcomes people of all religions.  From the 486 [children orphaned by the earthquake], 280 have come under the caring responsibility of Veerayatan.  At present, about 40% of the children studying at Veerayatan are Muslim.  Approximately 50% of the children are experiencing their first ever opportunity to attend a formal school.  

A new boarding school is being build at Jakhania, where children will study in Standards 1 through 12.  Vocational classes will also be held on this site.

