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1. NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

Overview
· More than four months have now passed since the tragedy on 26 January 2001. This period brings to a close the relief phase of UNICEF's response and a donor report is under preparation. 

· The second round of " catch-up" tetanus toxoid immunization in Gujarat is near completion. UNICEF staff visits to the field have confirmed that routine immunization is going on well. The focus of the health authorities will now shift to safe deliveries and implementing emergency obstetric care services. 

· According to World Health Organization weekly surveillance reports, hepatitis E cases have been contained. 

· The UNICEF Representative, the State Representative, and other UNICEF officials from the Delhi Office participated in the Government of Gujarat/United Nations-sponsored Gujarat Conference on Sustainable Recovery and Vulnerability Reduction at Ahmedabad on 12 May 2001. 

· The Government of Gujarat announced an urban housing rehabilitation package on April 23. Maximum loan amount for total damage has been fixed at about US$3,200. Government would allot land, but construction would have to be done by owners. The government has allocated funds for 188 villages, which is quite low considering that there are 800 villages affected just in Kutch, Gujarat's biggest district bordering Pakistan on the north. 

· Abhiyan, a group of non-governmental organizations (NGOs), is active in building shelter. CARE and World Vision have completed temporary shelters for individual houses as well as public places — notably schools, Anganwadi community centers, health sub-centers etc. The Red Cross has emerged a major partner in setting up 500 Anganwadi centers. They have plans to be in Bhuj, the major town in the hard-hit Kutch region of Gujarat, for the next two to three years. 

· A well-known Jain NGO, Veerayatan, which has significant operations in Maharashtra and Bihar, has started work in Kutch. They have pitched temporary shamianas (local tents) in six places around Bhuj to run regular schools for children. The demand for schools is so great that Veerayatan is opening one new school almost daily. The total number of children in Veerayatan schools has swelled to 7,000. The schools are concentrating on "catch-up" lessons. All teachers are locally hired and schools are running well. 

2. PROGRESS OF RELIEF OPERATIONS
· UNICEF, along with Save the Children Fund, is taking the lead in formulating a strategy paper for Integrated Child Development Services in Gujarat, with a special emphasis on nutrition issues. The focus of this strategy will be not only on food but also on "feeding and care practices." 

· Rubble clearance continues to hamper operations. Site selection for construction of prefab Cluster Resource Centers (CRCs) and Anganwadi centers is in progress. UNICEF's supply monitors have double-checked the sites, and the Bhuj office has approved 13 sites for prefab Anganwadi centers. The suppliers will go ahead with the installation in these sites as a turnkey operation. 

· The UNICEF consultant architect has developed guidelines for pitching tents and installing water tanks and toilet facilities for the CRCs. These will be translated into Gujarati for use at local level. 

· An internal task force of UNICEF has initiated visits to set-up CRC schools in Bhuj, Anjar, Bhacchau, and Rapar. The team has completed visiting the sites in Bhuj and more than 30 places in the other talukas (administrative sub-districts). These schools will definitely start as soon as the teachers return from the training. A local newspaper, Kutch Miter, will announce the opening of the schools and carry an article addressed to parents and communities about their role in the set-up and smooth running of schools. 

· A meeting was held with district health and education authorities to collectively get moving on clearance of sites. They have promised to give site clearance utmost priority. The District Development Officers have also assured UNICEF that drought relief work will be directed towards clearing rubble from school and Anganwadi sites. Where essential, rubble-moving equipment will be deployed. 

· An orientation for the summer schools was held, with UNICEF support, in the last week of April 2001. A total of 650 trainees attended, including headmasters and one teacher from each CRC school. Government orders for restarting schools have been received by all education department officials and teachers. Leaflets requesting community participation in the alternative schools (Vaikalpik Shalas) are being distributed. 

· The training of trainers for psycho-social support was completed at the end of April. Some 27 participants were trained. They will train all the teachers in the affected areas. Screening and counseling of children will be done through schools. 

· Some 48 UNICEF-supplied tankers have been delivered, and the tanker manufacturers have trained the drivers of the first lot of tankers. New drivers are being recruited for the second lot of tankers. 

3. UNICEF'S ONGOING ASSISTANCE
· UNICEF funding for the relief and rehabilitation program has reached $24 million, of which $20.8 million is remitted and $3.2 million pledged — the largest response to an Indian disaster to date. Government contributions have come in from Australia, Chile, Italy, Liechtenstein, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Contributions from National Committees for UNICEF include Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Canada, France, Finland, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Italy-TG5, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, the U.K., and the United States, with further pledges from Australia and Belgium. Private donations have come from IKEA and H&N, and donations in kind from Norway and Germany. 

· UNICEF's supply of school items has begun this week. Fifty-one trucks delivered the supplies to 279 schools in Bhuj and Gandhidam districts. The supplies to the remaining three talukas in Kutch district will be completed next week. The supplies to the other districts will begin two weeks from now. 

· The 50 pump houses for the Gujarat Water Supply and Sewerage Board have been procured and inspected, and will be in place within the next two weeks. The orders for the 30 prefab office premises for the board will be placed soon. 

· The Department of Education in Kutch has agreed to give tents to Veerayatan to run temporary schools. 

4. NEW PROPOSALS AND REQUESTS 

The Government of Gujarat has submitted a request for supporting a program of surveillance for child protection, in collaboration with NGOs, with mobility and technical support. The proposal is currently being reviewed. 

5. PRIORITIES 

UNICEF's current top priorities are: to set up the schools and make them functional by mid-June; and to have a UNICEF team of civil engineers facilitate site preparation where prefab units are to be installed. 
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