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President of India &

g @rashtrapatiphvn
PADMA SHRI President Kovind presents Padma

Shri to Acharya Shri Chandanaji for

2022 Social Work. A founder of

Veerayatan, she has established

educational centres in Bihar, Gujarat,
——— Rajasthan, Nepal and many other

. places. She is the first-ever Jain
Acharya Shrl Sadhvi to be bestowed the title of
Acharya.
Chandanaji

—  e@e—————

Social Work ‘ Bihar

Jain Spiritual Leader and Social worker
Jfrom Rajgir - dedicated her life to the
upliftment and
empowerment of the poor for over 5 decades
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Acharya Shri Chandanaji is a vibrant and energetic 85-year-old Jain Sadhvi,
who has touched millions of lives worldwide. As the founder and spiritual head of
Veerayatan, she leads this international charitable organisation which was
established over 50 years ago in the state of Bihar, India. Her mission is to transform
lives through Seva (selfless service), Shiksha (education) and Sadhana (spirituality).
She was given the prestigious title of Acharyain 1987, the first ever Jain Sadhvi to be
bestowed this position in the Jain ascetic community since the time of Bhagwan
Mabhavir.

Born on 26th January 1937, Acharya Chandanaji's spiritual journey began
when she renounced at the age of 14. After renunciation, she committed herselftoa
12-year vow of silence. During this period, she extensively studied Jain, Buddhist
and Vedic scriptures and obtained many degrees including Darshanacharya from
Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan and the title of Shastri in the subjects of Navya-Nyaya and
Vyakaran from Banaras Hindu University.

Acharya Chandanaji is paramount aim is to provide education as she feels
that this is the only way to break the cycle of generational poverty. With the
proclamation "Where there is a temple, there must be a school", she aims to create
good quality schools at every pilgrimage site. In the last twenty years, she has
established state of the art educational centres in Bihar, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Nepal
and many other places. With her goal to educate and empower young people, many
higher education institutions have also been established in rural India. Till date over
200,000 children and youth have benefitted through these educational programs.
Healthcare initiatives such as eye hospitals in Bihar and Palitana provide excellent
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medical services to the local population with 3.5 million people treated and 350,000
eye surgeries undertaken. Her deep compassion has led to the initiation of
numerous emergency relief programs in the aftermath of natural calamities such as
the Kutch and Nepal earthquakes, floods, tsunami and, most recently, the Covid-19
pandemic.

A multidimensional personality, Acharya Chandanaji is admired as a deep
thinker and writer on Jain philosophy. She is also a talented artist who has created a
beautiful museum in Rajgir, Bihar. She has inspired and spiritually guided thousands
of people not just in India but also internationally through establishment of various
spiritual centres and regular travels.

Acharya Chandanaji has been bestowed many honours and accolades over
the years for her outstanding contribution to humanity. These include the Mahavir
Foundation award; Shri Devi Ahilya National Award; The JAINA Presidential Award;
and the Saint of Modern India and Suryadatta National Lifetime Achievement
Award. She also received two accolades from the State of New York.
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